In The NEWS

WC&C People
Greening Up

From the
PRESIDENT
Michael Weber
ith 2009 in the books, I am sure most would like to
put last year in their rear view mirror and never look
back. As difficult as the past year has been in our industry, 2010
may shape up to be just as challenging.
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On the labor front, we have seen significant changes in leadership at the New York City District Council of Carpenters. We
are faced with the administrative nightmare dealing with the
government mandated ratios of our workforce and complying
with the various Project Labor Agreements (PLA’s).
As AWCI’s president travelling around the country and visiting the different chapters, it is apparent that the construction
environment remains very challenging. Public work projects
available to bid remain a recipe for disaster since every GC/CM
under the sun is pursuing this work. The lowest responsible bid
gets the job. Or, in other words, the one who makes the biggest
mistake gets the job. Most other opportunities to close work are
going below cost. So, beware. The contractors that are sucking
up this work to survive may be setting themselves up for failure.
However, if the Republicans can replace Ted Kennedy’s
seat in Massachusetts and derail Obama’s health care plan, then
2010 certainly has promise.
Good luck to all in having a prosperous year!
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Congratulations to WC&C Executive Director, Joe Olivieri, WC&C
Board Member Lee Zaretzky, president of Ronsco, Inc., and Anthony
Berardo of Ronsco, who passed the
Green Advantage® Commercial Exam
and have become Green Advantage
Certified Practitioners.
To become a Green Advantage
Certified Practitioner, individuals must
demonstrate foundational knowledge,
comprehension, application and
ability to analyze green construction
concepts, materials and practices by
passing a Green Advantage exam with
a score of 75 percent or higher.
Particular emphasis is given to
understanding the role of construction
personnel in improving the environmental and health attributes of the built
environment.
Certification is based on an established set of standards, and is overseen and judged by a group of experts
who make up the Green Advantage®
Certification Board.
The U.S. Green Building Council
has approved a LEED Innovation
Credit for projects that have a sufficient percentage of their contractor/
subcontractor building force Green
Advantage Certified at the time of construction. You can learn more about
this on the Green Advantage Web site
at http://greenadvantage.org.
.

In The NEWS

Ronsco
Employee
Stars On
Japanese TV
International fame can turn up
anywhere, even in the New
York construction industry.
Recently, a Japanese TV
station did a featured piece
on a Ronsco Inc. project in
Manhattan. Starring was
instant celebrity Ms. Glendy
Jimenez, “a NEW Superstar
and key Ronsco employee”
says Lee Zaretzky, President
of Ronsco.
Although the TV station’s
website no longer has the
spot online, you can see these
photos of Glendy at work and
relaxing on the jobsite taken
from a screen capture.

WC&C members are often involved in
activities or achieve goals which bring
credit to themselves, their companies
and their workers. We would like to let
other members know of your exploits by
publishing them in our “In The NEWS”
segment in each issue of Off The Wall.
We invite you to send us your news. It
can be as simple as a few lines or it can be
a complete press release. We do reserve
the right to edit as necessary. If there is a
photo available in conjunction with the
item, please include that too.
Please email your material to
dgumbrecht@aol.com.
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